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The Cuckoo Fair 
returned and drew in 
the crowds again after 
the two year break.  
Traders reported good 
sales and the fine 
weather encouraged 
visitors to stay longer, 
boosting funds for 
local groups.  

CUCKOO FAIR’S POPULAR RETURN

 InDownton
Give your views on Order to ban 
catapults

Comment
It was great to see so many 

visitors to the Cuckoo Fair 
again. We had lots of photos 
but we’ve had too little space 
to include many in the 
printed issue, although we 
have put more on our 
website at indownton.org.uk.

Our photo competition to 
select photos for a village 
calendar is still attracting 
entries. Again, space 
prevents us from including 
any in this issue, but there 
are some online and if you 
have some good local 
pictures including some of 
Cuckoo Fair, email them to 
us and we’ll consider them 
for the calendar.

Traditionally, Downton has 
always put on a good show 
for big events like the 
millennium and jubilees.  
The plans are coming 
together for the Platinum 
Jubilee weekend. Another 
opportunity to send us your 
pictures! Have a great time.

The Editors

Summer

Following the recent spate of anti-social 
behaviour in the area, Wiltshire Council is 
proposing a Public Spaces Protection Order 
(PSPO) , and there is a chance for you to put 
forward your views in the public 
consultation, which is open until 15 June.  
The consultation document is on Wiltshire Council’s website, where 
there is also a map of the area which would be covered.  All feedback 
received will be considered before any final decision is made.  

PSPOs are one of the tools available under the Anti-social Behaviour, 
Crime and Policing Act 2014 and provide wide-ranging powers for local 
authorities to help prevent anti-social behaviour. The Act gives councils 
the authority to respond to particular issues affecting their communities, 
provided certain criteria are met.  In Downton and Redlynch, the 
proposed order relates to the use of catapults, slingshots and similar 
items capable of launching a projectile which could cause harm or 
damage.  If a PSPO is brought in, anyone found in breach of it could be 
issued with an on the spot Fixed Penalty Notice of £100.    

Cllr Ian Blair-Pilling, Cabinet Member for Public Protection, said: 
"Proposing to bring in a Public Spaces Protection Order is never done 
lightly, but following feedback from local residents we feel it is a 
proportionate response to some of the activity being seen in the local 
area.  PSPOs aren't going to solve all problems like this, but they are a 
useful tool at our disposal and hopefully reassures the public, particularly 
those directly affected, that we take issues such as this very seriously."

Continued on page 4…
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Local resident, Michael F Barratt is a 
Member of the British Astronomical Association 
and a Council Member of the Society for Popular 
Astronomy.  He is also a member of the 
Fordingbridge Astronomers in Hampshire and 
has his own Facebook Page – Moot Halt 
Observatory.  Here he tells us what to look for in 
the summer night skies over Downton.  Michael 
says, “The idea is to whet peoples' appetites for 
the wonders of the night sky in easy terms (not 
too much scientific jargon) which, in turn, will 
hopefully also educate people about the 
downsides of light pollution too.  We are 
fortunate that in and around Downton we live in 
a "Bortle 3.5 - 4" area on the scale of light 
pollution where "1" would be the middle of the 
Atacara Desert in South America and "9" would 
be standing in the middle of Piccadilly, London.  
So we are definitely in the darker skies area with 
Cranborne Chase close by and designed a Dark 
Skies Reserve.”

What to look for in June: The Tau Herculid 
meteor shower (in the early morning of June 1) 
should treat us to a good show this year, with the 
Moon out of the way.  Look out for noctilucent 
clouds, those spooky clouds which glow blue-
white high in the northern sky. They are formed 
of ice crystals which attach to small dust particles 
high up in our atmosphere. 

There are no planets in the evening sky this 
month as Mercury moves into the morning sky.  
Venus will be brilliant in the morning sky, and 
Mars will be becoming brighter.  Jupiter and 
Saturn can also be seen in the morning.

The Moon is at First Quarter on 7 June, 
waxing to Full Moon (known this month as a 
“Strawberry Moon”) on  the 14th after which it 
will begin waning becoming Last Quarter on 21 
June and New Moon on 29 June.  

Contact Michael at mootastro@yahoo.com 
with your observations and queries.

NIGHT SKY OVER DOWNTON

Map of Night Sky in mid-June 2022 (around 11pm)

Downton Green Network recently held a 
pop-up plant and seed swap stall, joining forces 
with the library, so that people could consult 
some of the library’s stock of gardening books 
should they need extra advice.  The event 
attracted a lot of interest and many people were 

able to take away 
surplus plants donated 
by those who had 
grown too many.  
Another pop up stall is 
planned for some time in June.

LIBRARY PLANT AND SEED SWAP
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Two concerts are planned for 
the village Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations, as well as the 
lighting of the village beacon.

On Thursday 2 June, a 
concert will be held at the 
Memorial gardens (or if wet, in 
the Memorial Hall).

The concert begins at 5.30pm 
with the Downton Band, 
followed by ‘The 7 Decades of Queen 
Elizabeth’s Reign’ at 6pm. The Director is Jane 
Seden, Musical Director, Kate Edgar.  The 
concert will feature: Downton Drama Company, 
Downton Community Choir, Paul Borrelli and 
other singers.  The concert is free, but there will 
be a collection in aid of the Primary School.  
Bring your own chairs and 
refreshments.

At 9pm, the Beacon will 
be lit (along with 100s of 
other beacons throughout 
the country) and this will be 
accompanied by singing the 
National Anthem.

On Saturday 4 June a World 
War II Lancaster bomber will fly 
along The Borough over Downton 
at 4.10pm after a successful application 
from the Parish Council.  There will be an 
opportunity to have an afternoon tea picnic on 
The Borough Greens. There is a planned closure 
of The Borough to traffic between 3.15pm and 
4.40pm. 

On Sunday 5 June, the Moot is the venue for 
'Family Fun' and a second concert.  The event 
starts at 2:30pm and will run until approximately 
7:30pm.  Cream tea and Pimms will be available 
or you can bring your own picnic.  The Band is 
scheduled to play at 3pm on the Sunken Lawn, 
followed by children's fun races (eg egg and 
spoon, 3 legged race etc) at 3:30pm.

The concert will take place in the 
Amphitheatre, starting at 5pm and will be 
broadly similar to Thursday night's concert - 
only this time the Forest School of Dance will 
be adding to the entertainment.  This concert is 
also free, with a collection for the Downton 
Moot Preservation Trust.  You are advised to 
bring your own chairs and rugs.

DOWNTON CELEBRATES THE PLATINUM JUBILEE
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Recently, PC Mark Douglas with PCSOs 
Taylor, Moss and Hudson were in Downton and 
Redlynch to offer free security marking for 
bicycles.  43 bikes were marked and registered 
on the Bike Register website. This should mean 
that recovered stolen bikes have a better chance 
of being reunited with their owners.

POLICE UPDATE
The local neighbourhood policing team 

recently altered their shifts to conduct more 
targeted patrols (including support from the dog 
unit and traffic officers) to deal with an increase in 
non-domestic burglaries. Investigations are 
ongoing, but during the period of the targeted 
patrols there were no reports of burglaries in the 
Downton area. 
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Clothing exchanges take place from 2 - 
3:30pm at DBC.  Donations of clothes, shoes, 
belts and handbags can be dropped off at the 
church between 9am - 1pm, Monday to 
Thursday and on a Sunday morning from 10am - 

12.15pm.  Bag clean clothes in small carrier bags.  
The church cannot accept other items such as 
toys, bedding or furniture. The next dates for 
the clothing exchange are: June 17, July 15 and 
September 16.  More information from DBC.

On Sunday June 26, between noon and 5pm, 
several gardens in the village on the Borough / 
High Street will be open for you to explore and 
enjoy, including one with an exhibition of “glass 
in the garden”. The blue and yellow balloons will 
show you which gardens are taking part.  A 
cash donation of £5 or £10 will be requested at 
the first garden you visit, as the event is raising 
money for the DEC appeal for Ukraine and 
Downton 4 family.

You can help 
raise even more 
for the charities 
by treating 
yourself to tea 
and cake, 
strawberries and 
cream and summer punch, or by entering the 
raffle to win one of Lynn Purcell’s fused glass 
plates.  There will also be a plant sale.

OPEN GARDENS

CLOTHING EXCHANGE

Inspector Tina Osborn, from Salisbury 
Community Policing Team, said: "Tackling anti-
social behaviour is a key priority for us, and a 
PSPO could be one tool for us to use to crack 
down on these sort of issues."

Local County Councillor Richard Clewer 
told InDownton: “I would urge all of you to 
respond to the consultation on the Public Space 
Protection Order.  We are considering this 
because of the on-going issues inside Downton 
and Redlynch of anti-social behaviour and the 
use of catapults to damage property.  A PSPO 
will not prevent this behaviour but it will add a 

further tool to the police to enable them to help 
address the wider anti social behaviour issues. I 
know that some of you are concerned that an 
order allowing the police to take action when 
people are carrying catapults could be excessive 
and used to target people with a legitimate 
reason to use a catapult (fishing for example).  I 
have discussed this in detail with the police and 
they have assured me that they would only use 
the powers from the PSPO to take targeted 
action against people carrying catapults and ball 
bearings or other ammunition.”

PROPOSED PSPO (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Rainfall for March was only slightly below average at 2.55 inches, however April was
very dry with only 0.55 inches (the driest for that month since 2007).

DOWNTON’S RAINFALL

Police presence at Cuckoo Fair
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Holiday club
Downton Baptist 

church is venturing into 
the jungle this year with 
their JUNGLE VIP 
holiday club, welcoming 
all primary aged 
children. Holiday club is completely free. Every 
morning brings lots of fun, with challenges, 
games, crafts, sports, along with discovering 
about the goodness of God.  

This year's dates are Wednesday 27 July, 
Thursday 28 July and Friday 29 July. The club 
runs from 10am - 12:45pm, with registration 
opening at 9:45am. Children can come for just a 
day or two, or for all 3. Registration forms are 
available in the church foyer or you can apply 
directly on the DBC website holiday club 
page.  

Secondary school young people are also 
invited to sign up and become young leaders.

Sundays and sunflowers at DBC
The young people's groups on Sundays are 

now back in full swing with a crèche, junior 
church and a group for teens.  These run 
alongside our Sunday morning worship.  

At the end of March, the Junior church 
launched their first fund-raising initiative for the 
charity.  They held a vote to decide which 
charities to select - one of those chosen was 
Bright Kids. This is a Ukrainian charity that 
specifically supports children with disabilities 
that can't flee due to medical dependency.  The 
children sold pots of sunflowers with different 

messages on them 
for £1 a pot. This 
raised £80, which 
was then topped up 
by one of the 
children running a 
collection at her 
birthday party rather than getting presents. The 
church then topped it up to £300.  The children 
drew pictures and wrote messages to the charity 
to accompany their donation.

In the meantime, these sunflowers are 
springing to life - and some of the senior 
members of the church are getting quite 
competitive about them. One member of the 
church, Derek Clark, has suggested a 
community-wide competition (between those at 
the school, and those who are growing them 
through church) to see who gets the biggest 
sunflower by mid September. There are rumours 
of a £25 prize - watch this space!

Little club toddler church meets every 
Wednesday during term time, guaranteeing a 
heart felt welcome.  In these sumner months, 
some sessions will be held in the field behind the 
church. There are  toys, singing and stories.  
And of course cups of tea and coffee for the 
grown ups!

Streaming Services
The church is continuing to steam morning 

worship every Sunday which you can find on 
their website Live stream page.  There is also a 
DBC app which you can download to keep you 
up to date!

DOWNTON BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS

Fun at last year’s holiday club



INDOWNTON.ORG.UK ISSUE  74 MAY 2022

PAGE 6

This summer, Downton Moviola Saturday 
night films include recent award winning films. 
The Memorial Hall doors open at 7pm and the 
film starts at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £7 on the door 
and seating is well spaced with good ventilation 
in the hall.  Refreshments and ice cream 
available.  More information from Sue & 
Lawrence 07825 745246. 

25 June – Belfast (12) (2021)
Kenneth Branagh looks back at his childhood 

in late 1960s Belfast. Surrounded by sporadic 
violence and growing danger, nine-year-old 
Buddy (Jude Hill) finds himself confronted with 
the ugly reality of sectarian conflict. Buddy tries 
his best to understand The Troubles – after all, 
someone must be responsible for forcing people 
to flee their homes. Now, his family must come 

face to face with a nearly impossible, life-altering 
decision: stay or start packing? With Judi Dench 
and Ciaran Hinds as Buddy’s grandparents.

23 July – Death on the Nile (12) (2020)
Belgian sleuth Hercule Poirot’s Egyptian 

vacation aboard a glamorous river steamer turns 
into a terrifying search for a murderer when a 
picture-perfect couple’s idyllic honeymoon is 
tragically cut short. Set against an epic landscape 
of sweeping desert vistas and the majestic Giza 
pyramids, this tale of unbridled passion and 
incapacitating jealousy features a cosmopolitan 
group of impeccably dressed travellers, and 
enough wicked twists and turns to leave 
audiences guessing until the final, shocking 
denouement.  With Annette Bening, Tom 
Bateman, Gal Gadot and Branagh as Poirot.

Moviola will take a break in August.

TOP MOVIES AT THE MEMORIAL HALL

GARRISON
GARDENERS

Working with

All aspects of garden
and groundwork undertaken…

O  Grass Cutting   O  Regular Maintenance
O  One-o! Seasonal Tidy-ups

O  Landscaping   O  Hedge & Tree Care
O  Fence Erecting/Repairs

O  Pressure Washing   O  Weed Control

Fully insured, Safecontractor registered and upper tier waste carrier.

Contact the team on: 01722 346 949
Text on: 07881 378 600
email: info@hmandg.co.uk
www.hmandg.co.uk
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Following her success in exhibiting at The 
Royal Society of British Artists 2022 Open 
Exhibition at The Mall Galleries in central 
London, local artist Lynn Purcell has been 
awarded The Coastal Gallery Award for Best 
Sculpture at The St Barbe Museum and Art 
Gallery Open Exhibition in Lymington, for her 
piece 'Bacon and Eggs'. Both pieces she 
submitted for this juried exhibition were 
accepted and they can be viewed until 4 June at 
the Museum and Art Gallery (stbarbe-
museum.org.uk).

On Sunday 
26 June, Lynn 
will be 
exhibiting (but 
not selling) 
some of her more sculptural 
pieces in her garden as part of 
Downton Open Gardens - 
raising money for The DEC 
appeal for Ukraine and 
Downton 4 Family.

LYNN PURCELL WINS ART AWARD

If you’re planning something special this 
year, Charity Cars have two cars available to hire 
for any occasion such as weddings, proms, 
anniversaries and birthdays.  The cars have been 
lovingly restored by owner and chauffeur Ray 
who will be dressed for the occasion.  The cars 
will also be dressed in their ribbons.  Monty (the 
Rolls Royce) and Daisy (the vintage Austin) are 
at your service!  You are invited to make a 

donation for the 
hire, which will go 
directly to local 
charity Downton 
4 Family.  More 
information from 
the charity’s 
website 
downton4family.org.uk

DOWNTON 4 FAMILY CHARITY CARS

‘Fridays' at Downton Memorial Hall 
continues to grow in popularity.  On the last 
Friday morning of the month, from 10am - 12 
noon, the hall becomes a cafe serving drinks and 
home-made cakes - with a bring and share stall 
for seedlings, garden flowers, vegetables or fruit. 
The book share is also well used - bring a book 
that you have finished and/or browse and take 
one away.  Thanks go to the cake bakers - 
contributions are always appreciated. The event 

is made possible by those who help - 
eg by clearing tables, putting tables 
and chairs away, washing pots and 
sweeping floors - and thanks go to all 
these volunteers too.  Donations to 
cover the costs are welcome - the surplus is 
being saved to pay for a special event later in the 
year...watch this space.  The organisers look 
forward to seeing you over the summer on May 
27, June 24, July 29 and August 26.

G A R D E N S  O F  D I S T I N C T I O N

DAVIDLONGGARDENDESIGN.CO.UK

STUDIO@DAVIDLONGGARDENS.CO.UK

01725 514622 | 07747 750842

‘FRIDAYS’ AT THE MEMORIAL HALL
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On Friday 8 July, Suite Jazz are performing a 
concert in St Laurence Churchyard, starting at 
7pm.  Tickets costing £10 (£5 for under 18s) are 
available at the gate, or in advance from the 
Borough Cafe, with the money raised going to St 
Laurence.  Puddings and hot drinks will be on 
sale, so you could bring a savoury picnic.  You 
will also need chairs - and possibly something 
warm to wear, depending on the weather.  Suite 

Jazz comprises 
local musicians 
Kate Edgar 
(keyboard), Paul 
Borelli 
(saxophone), 
Dave Mace (bass) and Anwen Howells (vocals).  
Tickets are also available from Jo Parsons 
(512738) or Sue Humby (511402).

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

JAZZ IN THE CHURCHYARD

A Downton weekly walk starts every 
Wednesday morning from outside The Borough 
Café at 10am. This walk is a 'strider' level walk  
- it lasts between 60 and 90 minutes across 
variable terrain and may contain some gradients.  
It’s a great way to explore the local area, make 
new friends and learn more about your 
community. Walking is the lowest risk of all 
physical activities yet produces massive benefits 
to physical fitness and mental wellbeing. 

The walk is organised by "Get Wiltshire 
Walking", a Public Health funded project which 
aims to ensure every community within the 

county has access to a free 
weekly led walk. Currently Get 
Wiltshire Walking has 39 weekly 
led walks in 19 locations 
throughout the county, with no 
limit to the number of walks you may attend. 

Providing you are independently mobile and 
able to meet the physical demands of the walk 
everyone is welcome.  No dogs, other than 
sensory dogs, are allowed. 

For more information from the website or 
contact Natalie Parker, 07917 599964, email 
natalie.parker@wiltshire.gov.uk

LOCAL WEEKLY WALK

The Society’s Summer Show is the Memorial 
Hall at 2pm on Saturday 11 June.  There will be  
exhibits of sweet peas, roses, pot plants etc, as 
well as the floral arrangements. This show also 
has an art section for paintings, and a 
photography section in which the two classes are 
‘Sunrise/Sunset’ and ‘Animal Magic’. Downton 
Primary School will also be exhibiting things 
made out of recycled materials, as part of their 
Eco-schools’ initiative. There will also be 
refreshments, a sales table and a raffle.  
Admission is free and prize giving is at 4:15pm.

New exhibitors are always welcome to enter 
exhibits - details are in the Show Schedules, 
available from any committee member including 
Chris Parry, ‘Cymbeline’, 51 The Borough, 
Downton (opposite the Co-op) - or call her on 
514511.   Most classes cost 25p per entry and 
generally the first prize is £1 and the second 
prize 50p, although there are also trophies for 
some classes. Entry forms (included in the Show 
Schedule) must be in by 8pm on the Wednesday 
before the show and the exhibit brought to the 
hall, either Friday evening or Saturday morning.

The Downton Vase is awarded to a vase 

containing between 5 and 10 fresh flowering 
stems from a minimum of two different kinds of 
home-grown plants (not shrubs). Only the front 
view will be judged but no additional accessories 
or foliage are allowed.

The Autumn Show will be held in the 
Memorial Hall at 2pm on Saturday 3 September. 
The exhibits will be chrysanthemums, gladioli, 
dahlias, pot plants, vegetables and fruit, as well 
as the floral arrangements. This show also has a 
large Bake-Off section with prizes for the best 
fruit pie, cheese scones, flapjacks, soda bread, 
shortbread, chocolate sponge, lemon drizzle 
cake, tray bake and fruit scones. The winner of 
the best Dundee cake will be awarded the 
President’s Cup. 

Committee member Gordon Bishop says, 
“You do not have to be a member of the society 
to enter the shows and you do get your entry 
back afterwards so why not give it a go? The 
Show Schedules contain all the details you need 
to know and an entry form. Then you have to 
bring your entry along on the morning of the 
show or the previous evening. You will be very 
welcome”.
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Cuckoo fair
The school were pleased that so many families visited 

the stalls, helped out on the day or sent cakes into school 
the day before. 

Headteacher, Paula Carlton said, "It was also lovely to 
see so many past parents pop in to lend a hand. Without 
each and every one of you, the day would not have been so 
special – what a wonderful community!"
Year 4 at New Barn

The Year 4 children have been on a residential 
trip to New Barn. Their first activity was orienteering, 
where they had to use a map to find different hidden 
codes - an enjoyable, if soggy, process! The next day 
was spent on history studies. They looked at the type 
of house the Anglo-Saxons would have lived in and 
had a go at making butter, flour and medicine using 
Anglo-Saxon techniques.
School Council meets Parish Council

Last month, the School Council met with 
representatives of the Parish Council to discuss changes to 
the Memorial Gardens and Moot Lane. The children 
confidently expressed the views which they had gathered 
from class-mates and were able to suggest things to 
help the whole community, not just themselves.

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS DPSA Committee 
working at the 

Cuckoo Fair

New Barn 
residential trip

DPS Choir at 
Cuckoo Fair

Downton Library has been buzzing recently 
as they have welcomed children from Downton 
Primary School and the local beaver and rainbow 
groups. The staff have really enjoyed sharing 
stories and showing them the library.  The 
layout has recently been changed to give more 
space downstairs and the reservation collection 

point is now to the left of the corridor going 
upstairs. There is also a new Recent Returns 
shelf so you can see what the rest of the village 
has been reading! If your local group would like 
to visit the library please get in touch with the 
library staff - call 511003.

There were special displays for Cuckoo Fair 
this year - and recently there was a 
plant / seed swap run in conjunction 
with Downton Green Network.
Do remember that all children’s 
books can be reserved for free - and 
adult books can be reserved (for a 
small charge) from wherever they are 
in the county. So if you need an 
Ordnance Survey Map or a travel 
guide when off on holiday let the 
staff or volunteers at 
Downton know. 
Don’t forget to look 
out for the cuckoo 
clock and the fox on 
your next visit.

LIBRARY GOINGS ON
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The Community Choir is now back to full 
strength at their new home, the recently 
refurbished Sherwood Suite at The Clubhouse, 
next to Downton Leisure Centre. Most regular 
members have returned, and the choir has been 
delighted to welcome some new faces, and 
voices! 

The choir enjoyed performing at this year’s  
Cuckoo fair and is now busy rehearsing for the 
village Jubilee celebrations on 2 June in the 
memorial gardens, and on 5 June in the Moot.

There is always a friendly welcome for new 
members. The choir is non-auditioned, with a 
wide range of musical ability, but a common love 
of having fun and expressing themselves through 
song. Kate Edgar, choir director, adds "We could 
definitely do with more men. Come on guys, you 
know you want to!" 

The choir rehearses from 7 - 8:30pm every 
Wednesday evening during term time. If you are 
organising a fund raising event in the village and 
would like the choir to sing, contact Kate Edgar 
on 512637, email her at Keedgar@aol.com or visit 
her website, kateedgarmusic.com for more 
information.

DOWNTON COMMUNITY CHOIR

The Downton Society is involved in a variety 
of aspects of village life.  Society members are 
involved in the new Neighbourhood Plan 
Strategy Group, which has been set up following 
the recent display and public meeting at the 
Memorial Hall.  This group will be reviewing, 
and, where necessary proposing updates to the 
existing Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that it is 
strengthened and remains valid over the next 
few years.  Society members also continue to 
monitor any planning proposals in the 
Conservation area, and are keeping an eye on 
the Persimmon's plans to build more houses in 
Downton.  Other members use their skills and 
enthusiasm to plant and maintain tubs on the 
greens, run the Footpath group and organise 
Moviola film evenings for the benefit of the 

village.  Now that life is 
returning to "normal", the 
Society is aiming once again 
to organise talks and walks, 
and to support projects 
which will enhance the environment. Members 
can also enjoy a wine evening and summer party 
and other events run by the Salisbury Civic 
Society, with whom they partner.   

If you are interested in the village and its 
environment why not think about joining the 
Downton Society?  More details at 
thedowntonsociety.org or contact Nikki 
nrpfw@aol.com or Susan  
susankirsten@btinternet.com.

Performing at Cuckoo Fair

DOWNTON SOCIETY
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Three new dates have been released to 
continue with the ‘Move and Make Movement” 
programme that began earlier in the year, 
especially to help Downton residents who are 
living with memory issues or feeling isolated.  
The organisers are looking forward to 
welcoming back previous participants, but are 
also hoping to see some new faces.

The sessions will again be run by Liv 
McLennan and friends - and are scheduled for 14 
June, 28 June and 12 July, 10 - 11.30am at the 
Sherwood Suite.  In the longer term, it is hoped 
to run regular Tuesday mornings in the 
Sherwood Suite.  In addition to the music, the 
plan is to have a regular coffee morning and then 

activities on alternate 
weeks, such as puzzles, 
crafts, music, reading 
etc.

This is possible 
because the 
organisations behind the scheme (Muse CIC and 
Sounds Better CIC) have received further 
funding.  Sounds Better provides opportunities 
for creative music and movement (including 
circle dancing for health) with a focus on people 
living with dementia. It currently runs projects 
across south Wiltshire. It also provides training 
in community music approaches. For more 
details: musecic@gmail.com or 07515822479.

DOWNTON BAND

MOVE AND MAKE MOVEMENT

All four bands have a busy Jubilee weekend. 
The Jubilee Band will be playing on Thursday 2 
June at the evening concert in Downton, then at 
Woodgreen (2pm) and Fritham (5.30pm) on 
Friday and Charlton (1pm) on Saturday. The 
Training Band will be at the Lover Country 
Fayre on Saturday, whilst the Senior Band are at 
Lyndhurst St Michaels (9.30am) then Downton 
Moot for the concert at 3pm on Sunday 

The senior band are performing on all three 
days of the New Forest Show at the end of July – 
located in the village green near the Countryside 
Area. The band were delighted to be asked back 
to perform at the White Horse Pub in 
Stourpaine on Sunday 7 August at 6pm.

In September all four bands will be looking 
to recruit new players. The senior band is 

looking for cornet 
players (Grade 4 or 
5 standard or 
above). They 
rehearse on Tuesday 
evenings. Both the 
Training Band and the Beginners Band are also 
looking for more players. The Training Band 
meets on Wednesdays from 6.15pm and is open 
to those who can play a few notes and read a bit 
of music.  The Beginners Band meets on 
Mondays at 6pm and caters for absolute 
beginners on brass or percussion.  Instruments 
are available on loan for all new members joining 
the band - and music is provided. Contact the 
band’s MD Paul on paul@downtonband.org.uk if 
you want to join their ranks.

BOARDROOM/MEETING�ROOM�HIRE�

Smart, professional meeƟng rooms with WiFi, 65” screens with 
HDMI connecƟvity for presentaƟons, conference call pod with HD 
audio speaker, complimentary refreshments and filtered water, 

plus onsite car parking!  

Suitable for up to 25 people.  From £30.00 + VAT for 1 hour! 

01722�435600��

info@theportwaycentre.co.uk�

www.theportwaycentre.co.uk��
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Hamptworth Croquet Club has benefited 
from the programme of investment at 
Hamptworth Golf Club, with the result that the 
facilities have been upgraded. Steve Bennet, the 
chair of the Croquet Club says, “This has added 
a new dimension to playing croquet at 
Hamptworth. The facilities which are offered to 
our members and our visitors are now nothing 
short of superb. Our challenge, as we approach a 
new league season and a new set of friendly 
matches, is to match the standard of our play on 
the lawns to the standard of the new facilities!”

Club membership is currently at an all-time 
high. Some are completely new to croquet, some 
play at a social level and others are more 

competitive. The selection philosophy for 
matches, is based around the maximum 
involvement of Club members and their 
enjoyment, rather than aiming for a winning 
team each time. Success is therefore less easy to 
measure than winning the league, but the club 
are confident that the strategy works.

As a part of their Bronze Award, D of E 
students from The Trafalgar School are learning 
how to play croquet, coached by members of the 
club.  Although only a few sessions have taken 
place, the students have made good progress and 
the coaches are impressed.  Thanks go to the 
staff at the school and to the Club coaches for 
enabling this project to happen.

CROQUET AT HAMPTWORTH

The Bowling Club hosted the Football Club 
in a friendly challenge match at the beginning of 
May. On a perfect day weather-wise, several 
footballers and their families took part, and 
enjoyed some healthy competition.

Downton bowlers lost to Wilton who are 
top of the Salisbury and District League.  

Most local Clubs will be organising the 
Bowls England Big Bowls Weekend at the end of 
May. Downton will have open days on the 
evening of Friday 27 and on Sunday 29 from 2pm 
- 5pm, when all are welcome to visit the Club 
(near the Leisure Centre on Wick Lane) to get a 
taste for the experience of bowling.  If you can't 
make these days, then the club is happy to 
arrange another convenient time.  Full tuition 

and loan of bowls will be given. 
For further information contact Alan Waters 

on 512531, or visit 
downtonbowlingclub.weebly.com

BOWLING CLUB

Football players take on the bowling club
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For the first time ever, Redlynch & Hale 
C.C. fielded a Ladies Hardball team , captained 
by Emily Otton.  At its inaugural match in 
Portsmouth, the team narrowly missed out on a 
victory by just 3 runs, with a half century from 
Rhiannon Webb and 3 wickets for Katie Sell. 
The Ladies Softball group also continues to be 
very popular, although new members are 
welcome. Girls (of at least 12 years of age) as 
well as the adults can play in the league matches, 
so if you've got a hankering to see what it's all 
about, drop by Redlynch Playing fields on a 
Monday 6:30 - 8:00pm and have a taster.

The 3rd XI have started with a victory for 
new skipper Andy Kennedy, taking over after 
many years of service from Ian Coffin who has 
stepped down. A huge thank you to Ian, who 
continues to look after and prepare the strip at 
Hatchet Green, Hale as well as undertaking his 
duties as the club's Welfare Officer.

The juniors are gearing up for their first 
league games and have been practicing hard at 

Monday 
evening 
training. 
Several 
families have 
commented 
how lovely it 
is to see the 
Playing Field 
full of happy youngsters enjoying their cricket - 
which is what it's all about!

The Double Bay Net fundraising project is 
ratcheting up and a number of local businesses 
have become sponsors.  The club has plenty of 
room for any other potential sponsors to get in 
touch and maybe have their own board or advert 
in the annual club handbook.

For more information on the club, contact 
club secretary, James Taylor (07762787041), or 
Youth Teams coordinator, Andy Church 
(07729355248). 

For a second year, Dorset2020 Art Society is 
sponsoring the Homestart Open Art Exhibition 
in the Memorial Hall Downton from 11 - 13 
November 2022.  There will be a wide range of 
high quality art work to buy.  The organisers are 
looking for artists to submit work (at a cost of 
£5 per painting).   The event will support 
Home-Start Hampshire - a charity which 

provides much needed practical and emotional 
support for families, in the face of an increase in 
demand for early years support. Last year, their 
volunteers supported 650 families and 1450 
children.  In 2021 more than 15 paintings were 
sold and £1300 was raised for charity.  More 
information from Charlotte Dooley, email: 
charlotte.dooley.hshants.org.uk.

ART EXHIBITION: CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED

REDLYNCH & HALE CRICKET CLUB

To arrange a visit, or book an appointment,  
please call: 01725 510303

58 The Borough, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3ND 
www.theboroughdentalpractice.co.uk

Welcoming New Patients!
Dentists:- 

 

Jenny Wordley BDS

 

Richard Stephenson BDS
Charlie Killick  BDS Msc
Hannah Craine BDS

 Brian¶s Kitchens and Bathrooms 
From Design to Installation 

Call Brian to arrange your free home 
consultation. 

www.brianskitchens.co.uk  
email: Brianskitchens001@googlemail.com 

Mobile: 0782 500 42 58 

Ladies Hardball Team
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REPAIR CAFE

07715  919842 
poppyneame@gmail.com 
www.poppyneame.com

COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL

The Repair Cafe’s latest initiative is “Chat-a-
Techie”, for those who would like advice on 
using their computers, tablets or smart phones.  
Contact details to book a session are below.

Recent repairs, include 
Pooch, who came to the Cafe 
in very sad condition, 
treatment, but left looking 
much happier.   A much 
treasured childhood rocking 
horse came in earlier in the 
month and following a lot of 
rust remover and paint, plus a lot 
of TLC, volunteer repairer Phil 
managed to bring tears of 
happiness to its very grateful 
owners.  The cafe now offers users 
the choice of donating to support 
Ukraine via DEC (£1150 has been 
sent so far).  They continue to 
support the Hospital Staff, which they have been 

doing since the start of the pandemic, and have 
raised £11,850 so far for this cause.  In total, the 
volunteers have completed over 3000 jobs since 
the project began.

People are now back to using the cafe whilst 
small jobs are being repaired and thanks go to 
the catering staff (Jane & Nicky, Freda & Frank).  
The cafe is open every Wednesday & Friday 
morning at Redlynch Village Hall.  You will be 
phoned when your item is ready for collection 
and simply asked to pay for material costs and a 
donation to one of the charity projects  when 
you pick your item up.

Enquiries: Paul 510753 or preferably email  
loverrepaircafe@gmail.com

Classic Eyelash Extensions Coming Soon

Visit website more information 
RL-Beauty, Hair Design, 53 The Borough, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3LX 

Opening times: 
Tue 10:00 – 14:00 
Wed 10:00 – 14:00 
Thu 10:00 – 17:00 
Fri 10:00 – 18:00 

Please contact Rebecca to book an appointment: 

Mobile: 07783 328 215 
Email: rebecca@rl-beauty.co.uk 
Website: www.rl-beauty.co.uk 

The children have free access to water 
play - which is very popular during the 
summer. They also have a "seed station" where 
they can select and plant their own flowers 
and see what grows over time. They enjoy 
walking to the meadows for snack-time and 
playing in the park next door.  There are still 
plenty of September spaces available.  The 
PreSchool is open Monday - Friday 8am - 5.30pm 
(term time only) for children from 2-4 years old.

The return of the Duck Race was a big 
crowd puller at the Cuckoo Fair raising £1,220.  
There are two more fundraisers coming up: an 
adult bingo night on Friday 24 June at 7pm, at 
the Sherwood Suite and a marathon walk from 

Christchurch and back on Saturday 23 July. 
If you would like to sponsor the marathon 

team - or are interested in your child starting 
and would like to visit or require more 
information contact Emma on 511178 or email 
on admin@downtonpreschool.co.uk.

Preschool duck at 
Cuckoo Fair

A sad Pooch before

Pooch like new!

Rocking horse before and 
after being restored

Enjoying a walk to the water meadows
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What, Where, When?

May

Friday 27 10am - 12noon ‘Fridays’ at the Memorial Hall Page 7

June

Thursday 2 5:30pm Platinum Jubilee Concert, Memorial Gardens Page 3

9 pm Lighting the Village Beacon Page 3

Saturday 4 3:15 - 4:40pm Borough Greens picnic - Lancaster fly past Page 3

Sunday 5 2:30 - 7pm Platinum Jubilee Picnic, Family Fun and Concert, The Moot Page 3

Saturday 11 2 pm Horticultural Society Show, Memorial Hall Page 8

Tuesday 14 10:30am - 12 noon Move and Make Music, Sherwood Rooms, Wick Lane Page 11

Friday 17 2 - 3:30pm Clothing Exchange, Downton Baptist Church Page 4

Friday 24 10am - 12noon ‘Fridays’ at the Memorial Hall Page 7

Saturday 25 7 for 7:30pm start Moviola: Belfast, Memorial Hall Page 6

Sunday 26 12 noon - 5pm Open Gardens, The Borough / High Street Page 4

Tuesday 28 10:30am - 12 noon Move and Make Music, Sherwood Rooms, Wick Lane Page 11

July

Friday 8 7pm Suite Jazz in the churchyard Page 8

Tuesday 12 10:30am - 12 noon Move and Make Music, Sherwood Rooms, Wick Lane Page 11

Friday 15 2 - 3:30pm Clothing Exchange, Downton Baptist Church Page 4

Saturday 23 7 for 7:30pm start Moviola: Death on the Nile Page 6

Friday 29 10am - 12noon ‘Fridays’ at the Memorial Hall Page 7

August

Friday 26 10am - 12noon ‘Fridays’ at the Memorial Hall Page 7
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ST LAURENCE PARISH CHURCH
Sunday Service: 10.30 am (check website for details)

Priest In Charge: Rev David Bacon,
Part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches

Parish Administrator, Jo Parsons 512738
Rev David Bacon, 01794 390256; davidbramrec@aol.com

stlaurencedownton.co.uk

DOWNTON BAPTIST CHURCH (DBC) 
South Lane, Downton SP5 3NA

Sunday Service: 10.30 am (check website for latest details)
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades & Rev Katy Ullyatt

07468 491143 (out of hours contact number)
Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com

Church Office 01725 512971  office@downtonbaptist.org
downtonbaptist.org

VILLAGE WEBSITE:
downtonvillage.co.uk

Distributed to every house in the village, 5 times a year.  
For information about contributing or advertising, email: 

editor@indownton.org.uk or visit the website.

Next Issue: Deadline for contributions: 28 August 
Publication date: 10 September 

Newsletter sponsored by Downton Baptist Church

Contact InDownton:
Website: indownton.org.uk Email: editor@indownton.org.uk
Twitter: @indownton Facebook: facebook.com/InDownton

Telephone: 01725 513191

GOOD COMPANIONS
The club meets in the Memorial Hall on Tuesdays from 2 - 4 pm. Regulars pay £1.50 and visitors 

pay £2.00.  Refreshments are included.  Contact Julia Whitmarsh 510601 for more information.
Highlights of the summer programme include:
24 May:  Dr Teen Mitchell talks about her work on coppicing, and what the wood is used for.
31 May:  Tea party
21 June:  New Forest coach ride and afternoon tea at the Old Station Tea Rooms, Holmsley.
28 June:  Illustrated talk by Ron Taylor, a journey down the River Stour. 
26 July:  Alan Jones: "Tales of a roving Reporter" - always interesting and entertaining.

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
Barford Lane, Downton SP5 3QA

Mass on 3rd Thursday of the month at 18.30 in the Chapel.
Service of the word on Tuesdays at 18.30 via zoom on weeks when no 
mass on Thursdays. To join, contact michael.rennie@velaplan.co.uk 

Enquiries: St Osmund’s, 95 Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581; office@salisburycatholics.org

PARISH COUNCIL
Bev Cornish, Clerk to the Parish Council 

01725 513874
10am - 3pm Monday - Friday

clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Cllr Richard Clewer

53 Highlands Avenue, Whiteparish, 
Salisbury SP5 2SZ

01794 884550
richard.clewer@wiltshire.gov.uk

MOBILE POST OFFICE
Fridays 

Moot Lane 9am - 10am
The Bull 10.15am - 11.15am

HIGH STREET PHARMACY
Monday  to Friday 8.30am - 6pm

(closed for lunch 1-2pm)
Saturday 9am - 12noon

Tel: 01725 510388

LIBRARY
01725 511003

Current Opening Hours
Monday 2pm - 5pm
Tuesday 2pm - 5pm*

Wednesday 2pm - 5pm*
Friday 10am - 1pm 2pm - 4pm

Saturday 10 - 1
* volunteer operated sessions

LEISURE CENTRE
Mon - Fri 6.30am - 10pm

Sat & Sun 9am  - 5pm
01725 557268

downtonleisurecentre.co.uk

MEMORIAL CENTRE
To book hall or meeting rooms

contact Hilary Mace 07760 415818
email: bookingsecretary@

downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk

mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.downtonbaptist.com
mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk
mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk

