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The Moviola film on Saturday has changed - it is now ‘Love Sarah’, a 
gentle film about a young woman who sets out to fulfil her dead mother's 
dream of opening her own bakery.  Three generations of women led by 
Mimi (Celia Imrie) will need to overcome grief, doubts and differences to 
honour the memory of their beloved Sarah.

MOVIOLA CHANGE OF FILM FOR 20 NOVEMBER

 InDownton
Christmas Tree Help Needed Comment

Our Christmas issue 
indicates that the village is 
getting back to normal with 
lots of events to get you into 
the right mood for the 
season.

We’ve included 
information about when 
local businesses will be open 
to serve you whether it’s for 
last minute purchases or a 
meal out.

We’re now updating our 
website regularly and it often 
has the updates on events 
and more information on 
many of the stories in the 
printed edition. Do take a 
look at indownton.org.uk.

We found new volunteer 
deliverers following our 
appeal last time, although we 
still need someone to deliver 
the newsletters five times a 
year in Hamilton Park and 
The Sidings. If you can help, 
please contact us.

Finally on behalf of our 
contributors and the 
volunteer teams, we wish you 
a peaceful Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

The Editors

Christmas

It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas…and the 
Downton Cuckoo Fair elves are 
delighted to announce that they 
have managed to scrape 
together enough gold coins 
(luckily not chocolate ones) 
from the bottom of their 
stockings, to pay for the 
Downton Christmas tree for 
2021.

They have chosen a 
beautiful tree which is over 20ft 
tall this year which they hope 
will bring some sparkly joy to 
the village and are looking to 
raise it at the end of  
November or early December.

However, the tree is big and 
heavy, so they could really do 
with some help. The tree will 
need to be collected from where 
it has been growing and brought 
to the village. It will also need to have the special star and twinkly lights 
attached to it and then finally be raised in all its glory on the maypole 
green. 

Are you a strong and willing person who would be available to help 
them? You could help for just a part of the process, just for this one year 
or join the team of elves for this and future years. If you’d like to meet 
the elves and help them in their endeavour to bring some Christmas 
cheer to the village, then please drop them a line on 
info@cuckoofair.co.uk.

Previous Village Christmas Tree
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There’s lots you can do to support Downton businesses this year. We asked local businesses to let us 
know their plans for Christmas. This is what we learned:

Co-op is open normal hours except for Christmas Eve 6am - 6pm, it’s closed on Christmas Day and 
open Boxing Day  10am - 4pm, New Year’s Eve 6am - 7pm, New Year’s Day 10am - 6pm and normal 
hours (10am - 4pm) on 2 January.

Longford Service Station including the Spar store within is open 24 hours a day, every day, 
including over the Christmas period.

The High Street Pharmacy is open as normal and just closed on the bank holidays. 
Downton Butchery closes early on Christmas Eve at 1pm and at 4pm on New Year’s Eve. 
The Borough Cafe The Borough Café opened its doors nearly ten years ago and what better way 

to warm up after a Winter walk than with freshly made coffee or hot chocolate and a slice of home-made 
cake! The café will be open Christmas Eve 10am - 2.30pm. After closing both Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day, it will be open the following week 10am - 2pm. It will be closed New Year’s Day, then open Sunday 2 
January and Monday 3 January 10am - 2pm.  

Spinnaker Fish and Chips will be open until 9pm as normal on Christmas Eve. It will be closed 
on Christmas Day but is open from 27 December 5pm - 9pm and 28 December 12noon - 2pm & 5pm - 
9pm (normal hours). It will close early at 7pm on New Year’s Eve and then open on 3 January as normal.

Hair Art on Salisbury Road is offering a mince pie and glass of mulled wine available for all 
customers during December. 

Carter’s Barbers is closing early on Christmas Eve at 1pm and then on New Year’s Eve at 4pm.
Mandy Gardiner, Florist last order date for bouquets, Christmas wreaths and planted pots is 21 

December. The shop closes for Christmas at 1pm on 23 December and reopens on 4 January at 9.30am. 
The Goat kitchen is closing at 7pm on Christmas Eve but the bar is open as normal until 11pm. On 

Christmas Day the bar is open for drinks between 12 noon and 3pm (it’s fully booked for food). Boxing 
Day will have the Sunday menu and the kitchen will close at 6pm and the bar at 8pm. New Year’s Eve 
plans are to be confirmed so check beforehand. On New Year’s Day it’s normal hours but a limited 
menu. Plus, there’s live music on the evening of 4 December with Georgie Budd performing.

The Wooden Spoon is open as usual except  for Christmas Day drinks (no food) 12noon - 5pm.
Downton Tyre and Autocare closes for the Christmas and New Year holidays at 1pm on 23 

December, when it is open for appointments only. It reopens again on Tuesday 4 January at 8.30am.
Downton Leisure Centre closes early on Christmas Eve at 5pm. It’s closed on 25, 26 and 27 

December and open at usual (6.30am - 10pm) from Tuesday 28 December. It closes early at 5pm on New 
Year’s Eve and open on New Year’s Day from 11am - 4pm. It is open as usual on 2  January (9am - 5pm).

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

InDownton Online is updated regularly 
Latest news on village events, including more information on stories in this newsletter at: 

InDownton.org.uk
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To arrange a visit, or book an appointment,  
please call: 01725 510303

58 The Borough, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3ND 
www.theboroughdentalpractice.co.uk

Welcoming New Patients!
Dentists:- 

 

Jenny Wordley BDS

 

Richard Stephenson BDS
Charlie Killick  BDS Msc
Hannah Craine BDS

Christmas trees will be for sale in the village 
in aid of the Downton Moot Preservation Trust 
on Friday 3 December, from 3 - 7pm at Long 
Close Park, The Borough (the field behind the 
Bull).  You can choose from 5ft (£30), 6ft (£35) or 
7ft (£40) locally grown Nordmann firs.  Pay by 
bank transfer or cash.   There will also be luxury 

hand-made wreaths for 
sale - and seasonal 
refreshments, including 
hot chocolate, mince 
pies and mulled wine.  
More information from 
downtonmoot.co.uk

RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE FOR CHARITY
Do you love having a real tree at Christmas 

but hate the New Year clean up? Salisbury 
Hospice Charity have the answer, as they are 
once again running their popular tree collection 
scheme in conjunction with the charity Just 
Helping. This year they are hoping the initiative 
will be well supported, as so many of their key 
events have been cancelled due to Covid-19 
restrictions. They will also make a donation of 
10% (after costs) to the local charity Serve On, 
which is a humanitarian response charity whose 

dedicated volunteers help communities in their 
hour of need. All trees are chipped and then 
recycled as animal bedding, or turned  into 
compost, making this an environmentally 
friendly option. In exchange for a donation, 
trees will be collected and recycled by the team 
of volunteers between 8 January and 10 January.

To take part, register a tree at 
charityxmastreecollection.com or call 01722 
416353, by 4 January 2022.

On New Year’s Eve party the night away to 
Soul Conspiracy at the Memorial Hall, 8.30pm - 
12.30am.  Soul Conspiracy is a local seven piece 
band featuring a brass section and female singer. 
The band plays soul music and other dance 
favourites. Profits will be split between buying a 
drop-down screen for the Memorial Hall and 
another local charity.  

Bring your own food, but as this is a fund-
raising event it would be appreciated if all 

alcoholic drinks are bought from the bar – 
bubbly will be available.  Tickets are £17 each or 
£130 for a table of 8 from Malcolm Dean (07776 
132775), Martin Easterbrook (07776 308933) or 
Hilary Mace (07760 415818). In the event of 
cancellation due to further Covid restrictions, all 
ticket money will be refunded.

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT THE MEMORIAL HALL

BUY A REAL CHRISTMAS TREE - AND HELP THE MOOT 
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Special Church Services this Christmas 

Friday 10th 7pm Evensong to start the Christmas Tree Festival, St Laurence

Sunday 12th 6pm Churches Together Village Carol Service with Downton Band, St Laurence

Wednesday 15th 10am Little Club Nativity with farm animals, Baptist Church Field

Thursday 16th 10.30am Christmas Carol Service followed by Christmas Lunch, Baptist Church

 6.30pm Mass and Carol Service, Church of the Good Shepherd (Roman Catholic)

Sunday 19th 10.30am Sequence of Readings and Music for Advent, St Laurence

 10.30am Christmas Interactive Service for children and families, Baptist Church

 6.30pm DBC Carol Service in Baptist Church field (weather permitting) followed by 
 refreshments

Christmas Eve 24th 5pm Christingle Service, St Laurence 

Christmas Day 25th 10.30am Family Holy Communion, St Laurence

 10.30am All age Christmas Celebration, children invited to bring a present, DBC

Sunday 26th No services in village churches


For details of Methodist Services at Woodfalls Methodist Church go to woodfallsmethodistchurch.org.uk

Simon Blake is performing at the Memorial 
Hall on 22 January at 7:30pm, with a programme 
advertised as “a rollercoaster ride of unexpected 
twists and bumps. You won’t forget this one!”  
Titles such as ‘The Pieman of RAF Weeton’  
and ‘The Girl who lived in Poundland’ give you a 

flavour. Others include ‘Percy Grace can’t play 
bass’ and ‘Overheard in Yeovil’, ’Yodelling Auntie 
Maud’ and ‘Mississippi Crocodile Claw’.  They 
are performed with humour and a guitar 
accompaniment rich in Flamenco character. It 
promises to be an evening with a difference!

SIMON BLAKE’S STARTLING SONGS

Downton Primary School Association’s 
‘Christmas Extravaganza’ takes place on Friday 3 
December on the school playground, from 4 - 
6pm.  Entrance is via Gravel Close and costs £1 
for adults, free for children.  Attractions include 

performances by the school choir and Downton 
Band, games and crafts.  Hot food will be 
available as well as a hot chocolate bar (and a 
licensed bar too).  The event is advertised as 
“festive fun for all the family”.

DPSA CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA
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August had 2.55 inches but from the 10th onwards there was basically no rain at all.  September had no 
rainfall apart from 1.42 inches in the last 4 days. October is usually wet and this month it excelled 
itself with 7.25 inches well above average.

The Christmas Tree Festival is returning this 
year and there are still a few days left to submit an 
entry; the closing date is 26 November.  You can 
enter on line, from either St Laurence website or the 
village website, or pick up an entry form from the 
library, the Borough Cafe or St Laurence Church.  
Entries of decorated trees, wreaths or Christmas 
scenes are welcome from individuals, schools 
families, businesses, charities and community 
groups.  The organisers suggest that entrants “Let 
your imagination run riot with unusual or traditional 
decorations - whatever inspires you!”

The opening choral evensong (with the 
Laudamus Choir) is on Friday 10 December at 7pm, 
followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  On 11 and 
12 December, the church will be open for people to 
come and look at the exhibition, raising funds for 
Wiltshire Family Counselling Trust (a local charity 
focussed on the mental health of children, young 
people and their families) and St Laurence Church.  
Refreshments will be available. 

 There will be activities for children - 
decorating gingerbread and writing letters to Santa, 
which can then be posted in the special post box.  
Families can also hunt for church mice which will be 
hiding around the building. (If you are able to help 
run these activities please call Sue 07825 745246).

There is the usual planned program of 
performances to add to the festive atmosphere. The 
weekend concludes with the village carol service at 
6:30pm on the Sunday.  See page 4.

DOWNTON CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

Festival Music Programme

Saturday 11 December

10.00 Downton Training Band

10.40 Barber # Close Harmony Quartet

11.20 Fordingbridge Handbells

12.00 Downton Community Choir

12.40 Downton Young Musicians

1.20 To be confirmed

2.00 Wessex Folk Orchestra

2.40 To be confirmed

3.20 OBocorde

Sunday 12 December

10.00 Downton Primary School Choir

10.40 To be confirmed

11.20 Downton Beginners Band

12.00 Jubilee Brass

12.40 Trafalgar School Musicians

1.20 Jubilee Brass

2.00 Salisbury Northumbrian Pipers

2.40 Downton Chamber Voices

3.20 Briddon Family MusiciansVILLAGE RAINFALL
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Malcolm Dean is organising a 5 night trip to 
Normandy D Day Beaches in July 2022.  The 
trip is open to all and takes place from Monday 
25 July to Saturday 30 July.  The cost will be 
£400 per person, to include: coach travel and 
ferry costs; 5 nights Ibis hotel bed and breakfast 
accommodation (based on two sharing); a guide 
for days 2 and 3; entry to museums.  It does not 
include travel insurance (the trip is being 

organised by volunteers so 
not ABTA covered); 
health insurance; lunch, 
dinner, snacks, drinks etc.  
More information at 
indownton.org.uk, where 
you can see the full 
itinerary - or contact 
Malcolm on 07776 132775

The Community choir was thrilled to be able 
to return to ‘in person’ singing in September,at 
their new home, the refurbished Sherwood 
Room at The Clubhouse, next to Downton 
Leisure Centre. Most regular members have 
returned, and the choir has also welcomed some 
new faces - and voices.  Rehearsals are in full 
swing for their December programme of carols 
and Christmas songs. Listen out for them at the 
Christmas Tree Festival at 12 noon on Saturday 
11 December and at the village carol service at 
6pm on Sunday 12 December.  They may well 
pop up outside the Co-op for some traditional 
carol singing.  The choir always enjoys singing at 
these village events.

If any one in the village is organising any 
fundraising events, and would like the choir to 
sing, do get in touch, as they always welcome the 

opportunity to ‘step out and sing’. 
The choir is happy to welcome new 

members, being a friendly group.  It is a non–
auditioned choir, with a wide range of musical 
ability, but a common love of having fun and 
expressing themselves through song.  If you are 
interested in joining, rehearsals are from 7.30 - 
9pm every Wednesday evening during term 
time. For more info, please contact Kate Edgar 
on 01725 512637, email Keedgar@aol.com or visit 
kateedgarmusic.com

COMMUNITY CHOIR

British Normandy 

memorial in Ver-sur-mer

NORMANDY TRIP SUMMER 2022

At the Christmas Tree Festival in 2019
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Downton Bands are gearing up for December, culminating in their usual 
carolling through the village on Christmas Morning. Their provisional carolling 
dates are below - subject to change due to weather, etc. Follow their Facebook 
page for the latest updates, and get in touch if you have special requests.

Moot Lane: Wednesday 1st December (Training Band & Jubilee Brass); 
Mesh Pond & Batchelor Way: Monday 6th December (Beginners Brass); The 
Sidings: Monday 13th December; The Borough: Wednesday 15th December; 
Wick Estate: Monday 20th December; New Wick: Tuesday 21st December; 
Reserve night: Wednesday 22nd December; Outside the Co-op on Christmas Eve and a small group will 
play in The Bull in the evening.
In addition to the above, the Bands have the following engagements December:

Friday 3rd: Downton Primary School Christmas Fete from 4.30pm (Training Band)
Sunday 5th: Christmas Tree Festival in St Thomas Church, Salisbury at 3.15pm (Training Band)
Saturday 11th: Christmas Tree Festival in St Laurence Church at 10am (Training Band)
Sunday 12th: Christmas Tree Festival in St Laurence Church at 11.20am (Beginners Brass) and 

1.20pm (Jubilee Brass)
Sunday 12th: Carol Service in St Laurence Church at 6pm with an extended set of music afterwards
Tuesday 14th: Concert in Charlton All-Saints Church at 7.30pm
Saturday 18th: Concert in Lyndhurst Church (time to be confirmed)

The Bands look forward to seeing you and would like to thank the village in advance for their support.

DOWNTON BANDS THIS CHRISTMAS

Christmas 2018

Good Companions meet in the Downton 
Memorial Hall on Tuesdays from 2 - 4pm. 
Regulars pay £1.50 and visitors, who are always 
welcome, pay £2, with refreshments included. 
On  30 November there will be a Games 
afternoon, followed by a visit from Stephanie on 

7 December. Another Games afternoon on 
December 14 will be followed on December 21 
by a Christmas celebration with the Community 
Choir in attendance, including a Christmas tea 
party.  For more information, contact Julia 
Whitmarsh on 510601.

GOOD COMPANIONS

Over the last few months, the Clothing 
Exchange has been happy to receive a huge 
quantity of donations.  For the last event alone, 
over seventy bags of donations were received in 
just one month.  This has allowed the 
organisers to repurpose the excess and 
provide several quality clothing bags for 
both Calais refugees and Afghan families.

There is no clothing exchange in December. 
The first three events of the New year will be 
Friday 21 January, Friday 18 February and Friday 
18 March - all from 2 - 3:30pm at DBC.

CLOTHING EXCHANGE GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH
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This was the opinion of the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) Assessor who came 
to Downton Borough during the summer to 
view our It’s Your Neighbourhood entry.    She 
commented favourably on the planted tubs on 
the Greens, the clearance of the Co-op car park, 
the hanging baskets, the individually planted 
containers and “Edgington” the topiary cuckoo - 
named by students and commissioned by the 
Downton Society.  There was a special mention 
for the Primary school whose planted boots and 
“wonderful dipping pond, veg patch, willow 
dome and nature and story-telling areas” all 
impressed; and thanks for the Village band who 
played during her visit. 

The village was awarded a Level Three 
Certificate (on a scale of 1-5) and described as 
“Advancing” which, for a first effort (and during a 
pandemic) the Downton Society thought was a 
very satisfying result.  Robert Willcox, who co-

ordinated the project, would like to thank 
everyone, from volunteers to businesses, who 
helped to brighten the Borough and make 
Downton’s first foray into an RHS project 
worthwhile. 

The Assessor suggested that the whole 
village might want to enter the RHS main 
InBloom competition in future.    This would 
require quite a bit of extra work but if enough 
people (groups, schools, businesses and 
individual residents) want to become involved, 
an entry for 2023 – to make Downton even more 
lovely could be considered. Find out more from 
Nikki Wilson  (nrpfw@aol.com).

A LOVELY VILLAGE

It’s been 24 years since a group of residents 
set up the Millennium Green Trust with the 
intention of converting the nearby water 
meadows into a public space for everyone to 
enjoy.  Since then, the Green has been managed 
by its Trustees and friends. Volunteers maintain 
the meadow so that it is a pleasant, accessible 
walk as well as raising funds

None of the original trustees are now 
involved but new volunteers have come forward 
to continue the work. The Trust is proud of how 
the Green is a space for everyone to enjoy.

The Trust now has to decide whether to 
carry on or hand over the Green’s running to the 
Parish Council. At a recent meeting it was 
decided to carry on with the present 
arrangement. However, the team is not getting 
any younger and would like to encourage new 
volunteers.  They are looking for people who can 
help raise funds by organising social events or 
find grants, help with maintenance or become a 
‘friend’ by contribution £15 per annum.

 For more information, contact 
richardwalker8@aol.com.

MILLENNIUM GREEN
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Who Is Neon Leon? 
You may have seen Leon Devereux around 

the village.  He goes by the name of 'Neon 
Leon' because he loves dressing up in brightly 
coloured clothes, hoping to raise a smile and 
brighten someone's day.  

As a boy, Leon used to wear yellow shirts as a 
child and always liked to be noticed. He was 
known as a bit of a joker and a smiler.  He 
loved pop stars such as Elton John and Ah Ha 
and copied what they were wearing. He also 
liked comedians such as Benny Hill and how 
they make people laugh.  Leon started to wear 
colour, as he liked the way it looked and made 
him feel good.  People saying, ‘You have made 
my day!’ encouraged him to wear brighter and 
brighter colours.  On the other hand, when 
people said, ‘You can’t wear that!’ it made him 
determined to wear even more colour. 

It started with bright coloured shirts and 
after that bright suits followed. Then came the 

full look – the odd shoes, 
the odd socks, bright 
suits and tops, bright 
scarfs and the vibrant 
neon wigs. 

Leon set up a facebook 
page #neonleon and has a 
large number of followers 
– the majority being his 
customers from his 
delivery rounds. Facebook 
even led him to meet his wife - Charlotte 
Dooley. .  Charlotte was just getting into bright 
clothes and had recently had life coaching 
which had made her more confident as an 
artist / designer. Once the two of them got 
talking on Facebook, it became clear that they 
had a lot in common. Charlotte encouraged 
Leon with his art and Leon encouraged 
Charlotte with her bright clothing. They got 
married earlier this year.

Ashley Grange’s New Manager 
Trish Harris is the new manager of Ashley 

Grange Nursing Home in Lode Hill. Trish brings 
a wealth of experience in mental health nursing 
and management, her particular interest being in 
dementia care.  A qualified accountant, Trish 
studied to be a psychiatric nurse in 2015 when 
she lived in Buckinghamshire. She has worked as 
a staff nurse in a hospital’s intensive psychiatric 
unit, as a deputy manager of a home run by a 
charity organisation and as the manager of a 
nursing home.  After Trish, her husband and two 
daughters moved to Wiltshire, she was 

appointed Ashley Grange’s 
manager by Hartford Care, the 
company that acquired the home 
in a year ago.  She is passionate 
about promoting training around 
dementia care. “My priority at Ashley Grange is 
to build a dedicated team of carers and nurses 
who feel supported in their roles, and who are 
totally committed to providing the best possible 
care for our residents, especially in dementia. I 
would be really interested to hear from anyone 
who shares our values and would like to come 
and work with us.”

DOWNTON PEOPLE

Better in colour!
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The Repair Cafe continues to donate its 
proceeds to local good causes. Their Salisbury 
Hospital Staff project has now raised £9000. 
They will have a presence at the Lover 
Christmas Fair in Redlynch Village Hall on 4 
December, where they will be offering checked 
& donated items for sale at 'ridiculously' low 
prices.  Special bargains are apparently to be had 
with dolls houses and TVs. 

A small team of volunteers recently went to 
Greentrees Primary School in Salisbury to take 
part in their Environment Week, where approx. 
200 children showed great interest in how the 
Repair Cafe's actions are helping to preserve the 
planet.  At the end of the day there was a Mini 
Repair Cafe so that parents and children could 
bring along items for repair.The most recent 
Repairer of the Month is Master Mariner, Peter 
Wynn, who has shown his skills by totally re-
furbishing a Bermuda Rigged Pond Sloop called 

the ‘Texas’.
The team is pleased 

to report that more 
people, some with 
specialist skills and some 
with nothing but 
enthusiasm to be 
involved, have recently 
joined up.  However 
they are still looking for 
people to chat and sell cakes in the Cafe.

 Now that the Cafe is taking place back at 
the Hall, they have restarted re-cycling.  Further 
good news is that Currys in Salisbury have 
agreed to work with them so they will able to 
dispose of items that are beyond reasonable 
repair, broken down into elements. 

Enquiries: Paul 01725 510753 or preferably 
email loverrepaircafe@gmail.com.

REPAIR BARGAINS

‘Texas’

Would you like to contribute to the success 
of Downton Primary school?  To play a part in 
the education of the next generation?

The Primary School’s governing body has 
vacancies and is looking for committed 
volunteer governors from the community to 
enhance the team.  Governors are people with 
a diverse variety of skills and expertise who have 
committed to work together using their 
individual experience for the benefit of the 
school community and thus the wider local 
community.

There is more information on the 
InDownton website or you can contact one of 

the Chairs at 
Downton Primary 
School on 
pullyatt@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk or 
ddrennan@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk

SCHOOL GOVERNORS NEEDED
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Downton Green Group has changed its 
name to Downton Green Network.  Their aim is 
to link up with other concerned people and 
organisations to support and encourage people 
locally on the transition to a planet-friendly 
lifestyle.  They are a part of the New Forest 
Transition Hub, but not affiliated to any political 
party - rather they are a group of individuals who 
meet regularly, exchange ideas and try to 
promote the changes necessary to support 
sustainability and a 'greener' local 
environment. 

The Network’s website and Facebook page 
is regularly updated with information about 
what is going on, and ideas about how people 
can make small changes to reduce their impact 
on the planet.  Look out for hints on how to 
make Christmas a more sustainable 
celebration.  If you would like to be a part of 

the network, whether 
by contributing ideas, 
helping to organise 
events, or just to keep 
informed, then please 
contact them via their 
website or drop them a message on their 
Facebook page.

Jam Jars 
There is now a supply of clean, empty jam 

jars, available from the mini-recycling shed at 
the back of the Baptist Church.  Other items 
currently collected are pens & markers, dental 
waste, water filter cartridges and low energy 
light bulbs.  More information on what is 
collected is on the Green Network’s website, 
where you can also find more general 
information about what you can recycle where. 
downtongreengroup.org.uk

DOWNTON GREEN NETWORK

VILLAGE CALENDAR PHOTO COMPETITION
We’re hoping to produce a 2023 InDownton 

calendar for charity, using photos taken by our 
readers during the next year. To take part, send 
your best photos of Downton throughout the 
seasons to editor@indownton.org.uk and we will 
share the best ones on indownton.org.uk each 
month. Twelve winning photos will be chosen 

for the calendar and the winners will receive a 
free copy.

We would especially like some excellent 
photos of the Downton Christmas tree and 
other festive images for the December page of 
the calendar. Happy snapping!
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Reverse Advent Calendar - November 
deadline 

Downton 4 Family is inviting people to 
consider making a Reverse Advent Calendar for 
Salisbury Foodbank. Your donation can be 
taken to Downton Baptist Church office on 
either Monday 22 November or Thursday 25 
November 9am - 12 noon.   D4F continues to 
collect other donations for the foodbank from 
the box in the Co-op, with the valuable support 
of Paul and the team which has never waivered, 
even during their current upheaval.  Anyone in 
need of a food parcel (who has an authorised 
voucher) is now able to collect from the church 
on a Monday between 9 and 11 am.
Online shop 

The online shop is back in time for 
Christmas. Local artist Tracy Smith has 
donated a Christmas card design featuring a 
snowman. Local company Tailwind have 
sponsored the production of the cards so all the 
money will go straight to the charity.  In 
addition, Lizzie from New Forest Chocolate 

has added two 
different sized 
hampers and some 
Christmas themed 
bars to her range. 
Guest artist, Teresa 
Rogers, has also 
shared some new 
prints.  One new feature of the shop this year is 
that New Forest Aromatics are offering a 
delivery service (throughout the UK) for their 
candles or 'Bath and Body' treats. Orders from 
the shop's other suppliers will be available for 
collection from The Downton Butchers, Stable 
& Wick or the Horse & Groom.

Co-op Community Fund 
D4F is delighted to have been chosen as 

one of the local charities for this year’s Co-op 
Local Community Fund running from the end 
of October 2021 for the next year. Co-op 
members can choose D4F as their charity for 
the year and the Co-op will donate a portion of 
what they spend to the charity.

DOWNTON 4 FAMILY NEWS

D4F Christmas Card

The farm is coming to the baptist church 
field on Wednesday 15th December.

Everyone is welcome to bring your young 
pre-school children to meet the animals and 
experience the Christmas story.

The farm opens at 10am until 11.30 am 
behind Downton Baptist Church.  
Refreshments will be served from 9.30am.

There is no charge and any donations will go 

to a charity the church 
supports in the 
Philippines.

Contact the church 
for further information.

Little Club is a 
Toddler Church than runs on a Wednesday 
morning, weekly in termtime in the Baptist 
Church.

LITTLE CLUB TODDLER FARM NATIVITY
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The Croquet Club has been making 
improvements to the lawns over the last few 
months.  Two of the five lawns have been out of 
action due to aeration works, re-sowing and top 
dressing. They are progressing well and should 
be back in use for the start of December. Open 
tournaments can then return. The first 
tournament weekend is 11 / 12 December. 
Spectators are always welcome - especially if 
they are wearing flat-soled shoes (like trainers) 
which will not damage the new lawns.  In the 
New Year the club will be running taster sessions 

for those who wish to take up playing croquet, 
so please keep an eye out for the news or come 
along and find out more at one of the 
tournaments.

Hamptworth Golf Club has a new owner. 
Already changes are taking place and work has 
started to refurbish the clubhouse. Other 
improvements are also planned. What exactly 
these new times will mean for the Croquet Club 
remains uncertain, but the club is very 
optimistic and looking forward to making use of 
the improved facilities.

Although the outdoor Lawn 
Bowling season is over and done, 
members are continuing to practise 
their skills.  The club is running 
‘Indoor Shortmat’ sessions  on 
Thursday afternoons at 2pm.  This 
involves bowling on a mat the length 
of the Clubroom.   All are welcome to 
come and try - contact Mike Hallam 
on 513359.  If you’re going to the 
Christmas Tree festival, look out for 
the club’s exhibit.

BOWLING CLUB

DOWNTON PRE-SCHOOL

CHANGES AT HAMPTWORTH CROQUET CLUB

Downton Pre School children have enjoyed the 
autumn season this year.  They have been exploring 
with seasonal walks, and investigating some of 
nature's treasures. They have also been baking 
weekly - one of their favourites was making 
hedgehog bread rolls.  The children have loved 
playing in the playground, which has been updated 
thanks to the first payment from Co-op community 
funding. They are now starting to learn some new 
songs in readiness for Christmas.  If you would like 
to add your child to the waiting list (there are 
spaces) or for more information email 
admin@downtonpreschool.co.uk or call 511178.

The committee has been busy planning for 
next year’s events. Apart from the plant and 
table top sale in May and the Summer and 
Autumn Shows, there will be illustrated talks 
entitled ‘Stourhead to Stanpit’, ‘The Art of 
Wildlife Photography’ and ‘You and your garden 

in Climate Change’. There will be a local garden 
visit for next summer. As always, new members 
are welcome at any of the society’s events.  For 
more information, contact Gordon Bishop on 
511475.

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Downton girl guides are helping to run the 
Scout Christmas Post


Stamps (30p) and post-boxes at:

Hair Design, The Borough


The Borough Café

Pharmacy, High Street

St Laurence Church


Baptist Church

Last day for posting:


Wednesday 8 December

More information including delivery areas 

covered at: salisburyscouts.org.uk
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The Baptist Church held Harvest Services 
for the Primary School in October. Each child 
walked hand in hand to church with their 
buddies, carrying a can of food for donation to 
Trussell Trust.  Year 6 children read poems they 
had written. Years 3, 4 and 5 read prayers.  The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the sermon with 
Phil and Katy.  
Black History Month 

As part of the school’s celebration of Black 
History Month (and also National Poetry Day), 
the children in Year 6 researched the life and 
nursing career of Mary Seacole, and then 
contrasted it with their knowledge of Florence 
Nightingale.  They went on to write poems, 
influenced by the style of contemporary poet 
Benjamin Zephaniah, contrasting this with the 
style of the Victorian poet John Clare.
Modern Slavery Exhibition 

These charcoal pictures are a result of work 
in RE in which the children learned about the 
story of Moses, alongside some work in PSHE 
where they discussed the subject of modern 
slavery and how it still exists today. The 
resulting art portrays the ‘Face of Slavery’. The 
pictures were recently displayed in Salisbury 
Cathedral as part of a diocesan exhibition. 
Eco-Council’s Conference 

Each class has been reviewing the school’s 

eco-code and has 
reported back to the eco-council on how they 
feel that the school is becoming more 
sustainable, along with ideas on ways to move 
forward.  The council has held their own 
Climate Conference to consider the ideas, and is 
in the process of renewing their eco-action plan.  
This conference aim was to “THINK GLOBAL 
- ACT LOCAL” showing love for the world by 
looking after it and each other which is the 
school’s focus value for this term. The 
prestigious Green Flag award has several levels 
and now the school is aiming for a "distinction" 
which needs evidence of moving towards 
sustainability.  Work has been carried out to 
improve the lights and the toilets - which will 
support the school’s next application.

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Some of the charcoal 

pictures displayed at the 
Cathedral

GARRISON
GARDENERS

Working with

All aspects of garden
and groundwork undertaken…

l  Grass Cutting   l  Regular Maintenance
l  One-o! Seasonal Tidy-ups

l  Landscaping   l  Hedge & Tree Care
l  Fence Erecting/Repairs

l  Pressure Washing   l  Weed Control

Fully insured, Safecontractor registered and upper tier waste carrier.

Contact the team on: 01722 346 949
Text on: 07881 378 600
email: info@hmandg.co.uk
www.hmandg.co.uk
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What, Where, When

November

Saturday 20 7pm for 7:30pm Moviola: Love Sarah, Memorial Hall See page 1

Friday 26 Co-op refurbished store reopens

December

Friday 3 3 - 7pm Christmas Tree Sale: proceeds to The Moot See page 3

Friday 3 4 - 6pm Downton Primary School Christmas Extravaganza See page 4

Saturday 4 Georgie Budd at The Goat See page 2

Wednesday 8 Last posting date for Scout Christmas Post See page 13

Friday 10 7pm Sung evensong with The Laudamus Choir,  St Laurence Church See page 5 

Friday 10 7:15 Big Band Sounds,  Sherwood Suite, Downton Leisure Centre See page 13

Saturday 11 10am - 4pm Christmas Tree Festival,  St Laurence Church See page 5 

Sunday 12 10am - 4pm Christmas Tree Festival,  St Laurence Church See page 5 

Sunday 12 6pm Village Carol Service, St Laurence Church See page 4

Tuesday 14 7:30pm Downton Band concert, Charlton All Saints Church See page 7

Wednesday 15 10 - 11:30am Little Club Nativity (with farm animals), Baptist Church See page 12

Friday 24 5pm Christingle Service, St Laurence Church

Saturday 31 8:30pm - 12:30am New Year’s Eve party,  Memorial Hall See page 3

January

Tuesday 4 Last date to register to recycle your Christmas tree for charity See page 3

Sunday 9 Deadline for contributions to Winter InDownton

Saturday 22 Winter  InDownton published

Friday 21 2 - 3:30pm Clothing Exchange, Baptist Church See page 7

Thursday 27 7:30pm Simon Blake’s Startling Songs, Memorial Hall See page 4
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PARISH COUNCIL
Bev Cornish, Clerk to the Parish Council 

01725 513874
10am - 3pm Monday - Friday

clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Cllr Richard Clewer

53 Highlands Avenue, Whiteparish, 
Salisbury SP5 2SZ

01794 884550
richard.clewer@wiltshire.gov.uk

MOBILE POST OFFICE
Fridays 

Moot Lane 9am - 10am
The Bull 10.15am - 11.15am

HIGH STREET PHARMACY
Monday  to Friday 8.30am - 6pm

(closed for lunch 1-2pm)
Saturday 9am - 12noon

Tel: 01725 510388

LIBRARY
01725 511003

Current Opening Hours
Tuesday 2pm - 5pm*

Wednesday 2pm - 5pm*
Friday 10am - 1pm 2pm - 4pm
* volunteer operated sessions

LEISURE CENTRE
Wick Lane

01725 557268
downtonleisurecentre.co.uk

MEMORIAL CENTRE
To book hall or meeting rooms

contact Hilary Mace 07760 415818
email: bookingsecretary@

Full details see 
downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk.

ST LAURENCE PARISH CHURCH
Sunday Service: 10.30 am (check website for details)

Priest In Charge: Rev David Bacon,
Part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches

01794 390256; davidbramrec@aol.com
stlaurencedownton.co.uk

DOWNTON BAPTIST CHURCH (DBC) 
South Lane, Downton SP5 3NA

Sunday Service: 10.30 am (check website for latest details)
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades & Rev Katy Ullyatt

07468 491143 (out of hours contact number)
Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com

Church Office 01725 512971  office@downtonbaptist.org
downtonbaptist.org

VILLAGE WEBSITE:
downtonvillage.co.uk

indownton.org.uk
Distributed to every house in the village, usually 5 times a year.  

For information about contributing or advertising, email: 
editor@indownton.org.uk or visit the website.

Next Issue: Deadline for contributions: 9 January. 
Publication date: 22 January (subject to government regulations. 

Check website or contact us to confirm.)
Sponsored by Downton Baptist Church

Contact InDownton:
Website: indownton.org.uk Email: editor@indownton.org.uk
Twitter: @indownton Facebook: facebook.com/InDownton

Telephone: 01725 513191

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AT DBC
Downton Baptist Church is once again able to offer groups for young people on Sunday.  These 

groups happen in conjunction with the Sunday Service on a fortnightly basis.  There is a creche for 
preschool children, with toys and activities.  For primary school aged children there is Junior Church, 
a programme of games, learning, music and activities.  Teens Church is for secondary school young 
people and gives them an opportunity to explore their growing understanding of faith and the world, 
by having a programme of tailored activities, but designed to include having fun along the way.  The 
Christmas Service for young people is on Sunday 19 December.  The usual Sunday morning 10.30 am 
service will be run by young people and include the whole church family.  All are invited to come 
along and share. For more information, including specific dates, see the church website.

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
Barford Lane, Downton SP5 3QA

Mass on 3rd Thursday of the month at 18.30 in the Chapel.
Service of the word all other Thursdays at 18.30 via "Zoom" at the 

moment. 
Enquiries: St Osmund’s, 95 Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF

Telephone: 01722 333581; office@salisburycatholics.org

http://www.downtonbaptist.com
mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk
mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk

